A novel neuroendocrine gene product: selective VGF8a gene expression and immuno-localisation of the VGF protein in endocrine and neuronal populations.
The VGF8a gene was recognised on the basis of its inducibility by NGF in rat pheochromocytoma (PC12) cells. Using immunocytochemistry, we have localised the corresponding VGF protein product in various neuronal groups, including primary sensory and enteric neurons, and in endocrine cells of the adrenal medulla, adenohypophysis and gut. VGF8a gene expression, as detected by RNAse protection analysis, largely correlated with such distribution.